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Е YOU'VE BEEN 
FOLLOWING THE 
AVENGERS 
“ATELY, YOU'LL 
HAVE SEEN 
MANTIS 
TRANSFORMED 


„. AND KNOW THAT 


GOLDEN ARMOR 
MASK, TONY STARK 
BREATHES A SIGH 
OF RELIEF THAT 
ITS ALL OVER... 


NOW, WITH HIS 
COMRADES' HEARTY 
FAREWELLS RINGING IN 
HIS EARS, IRON MAN CAN 

RETURN HOME TO MORE 
PEACEFUL CONCERNS... 


- WHAT THE GOLDEN 
` , AVENGER DOESN'T 
“— KNOW WON'T HURT HIM... 


* T AVENGERS #4, 
YOU'RE CHECKING! -- LEN. Голое. 
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/715 BRISK AND BRIGHT AT STARK 
INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
ON LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK.., 


«MORNING, TRON MAN! OUT WORLD- 
SAVIN' AGAIN, TLL BET? 


I SUPPOSE 
YOu COULD 
CALC ІТ THAT, 
REYNOLDS... 


I LOOK ON ІТ MORE 
AS APPLYING MY TALENTS 
WHERE THEY'LL DO THE 

ST боор; 


OF COURSE, 
THAT DOESNT 
MEAN I'M 
NOT PROUD 
OF MY 
ACCOMPLISH- 
MENTS! 


VERY FEW 


„ТО A ROOM IN WHICH 


RESIDES TONY STARK'S 
EVER - PRESENT 


BRIEFCASE... 


I'M SORRY, 
SIR, BUT 
МЕ. STARK'S 
DECIDED TO 


ТМ SORRY, SIR, BUT I PONT 
THINK МЕ, STARK WILL RECON- 
SIDER HIS DECISION. 


.„ SECRET 
COMPARTMENTS 
AND ALLY 


PZ arter Att, iT's 3 


TAKEN A BIT OF 
DOING TO MAINTAIN 
TWO SEPARATE 
IDENTITIES! 


FOR YEARS 
I'VE KEPT 
SECRET THIS 
HIDDEN 
PASSAGEWAY 
IN MY OFFICE 
4 BUILDING... 


| АМО SO I MOVE INTO MY 
EQUALLY CHALLENGING ROLE 
AS AN /INOUSTRIALIST ІМ АМ 


ТО BETTER 

TELL PEPPER 

THAT I'M 
BACK! 


--er--MR. STARK JUST 
CAME OUT OF HIS 
CONFERENCE, BUT I'M 
SURE NOW HE WON'T 
WANT TO SPEAK WITH 
YOU ANYWAY-- МОТ 
IN YOUR PRESENT 
EMOTIONAL STATE! 


WELL, SIR, 

I THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR 
SUGGESTION BUT 
1 DON’T THINK MY 


LEST YOU THINK 


--WE'LL JUMP 


I'VE HEARD 
OF THE X-MENS 
DANGER ROOM... 
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у: --OR SOLAR- كام‎ 

Е. POWERED ROLLER 
SKATES, AS THE ! 
CASE МАЧ BE! е 


-- BECAUSE SOONER OR 
LATER ТМ GOING TO HAVE 
A SHOWOOWN WITH ST 


Ë I'VE SW/PI 
IDEA-- KE 
А ей 
BLAST! I GOT ТОО 


--АМО AGAINST 
HIM I'LL NEED МКАРРЕР UP IN MY 
THOUGHTS -- 


EVERY TRICK (М 
MY BOOK-- AND 
THEN SOME! 


--АМО SO WITH 
POETIC JUSTICE 
WAS МАВВЕО BY 
MY --er-- 
AUTOMATIC. 


[THESE DECEPTIVE- | 


THE BLACK LAMA-- 
-- BUT IF І FLEX EVERY 


\ IRON- STRENGTHENED 


MUSCLE JUST RIGHT-- 


SuGghn= BUT THESE CARBON STEEL ы 4 Дт WAS BARELY 
norton tone: J ALLOY CANNONSHOTS (2 © 9 1 ەە‎ ТО MOVE 
0 N SECONDS! 5 Ж 
7 Ñ 


16, I'VE 
GOT А HEALTHY | 
NEW DENT IN 
ү ARMOR 


THIS TEST REALLY ز‎ AW 
CHALLENGES MY ==, 


7 2 
соскоматом-- (РЕЖ 
Со — ЕУ 
/ 
رم‎ 7 


| š ° % 
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е. | | 
О 
. А, -- AND CALLS 
سه‎ = с Я- 3 A. 
IQUI 
7 RESPONSE! 


I HEAR THERE'S A YOUNG it 
BUCK "ROUND TOWN CALLING > 77 
HIMSELF IRON FIST... 
4 


2-11 MAKE LIKE IM 2 
IN SPRING TRAINING, < 
TRYING OUT FOR 

SHORTSTOP ON 
THE OAKLAND A 


Z 
if MR. CAMPANERIS! 
7 
@ 4 2 
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>) А Аг 
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\ 
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THAT'S ENOUGH? 

HAVEN'T REALLY HAD 
THIS KIND OF WORK- 
OUT SINCE BATTLING 


CRIMSON DINAMOS 
THINKING 


OF HIM, I 


ІМ РАСТ, IF THIS 


QUIT THE 


SOUTH VIET-NAM, 
COMMUNIST ZONE: 


SO YOU 
RETURN, 
COMRADE 

һ рУМАМО--” 


1 YOU SPEAK RASHLY, 
15 THE RECEPTION COMRADE -- 
I СЕТ, ГМ GONNA 9 NS = С 


TITANIC THREE! 


THERE IS NO 
NEED FORA 
QUALIFIER, 
MY CHINESE 
COMRADE! 
NONE OF 
YOU WILL BE 
LEAVING! 


WHO 
DARES 
AFFRONT 


NSS 


THAT IS OBVIOUS, 
RADIOACTIVE MAN -- 
АМО SO IS THE 
DRAGGING TAIL 
BETWEEN THE 
IMPETUOUS 


~-I DON'T 
NEED YOU 
ON MY CASE! 


--ЧОМ FORGET THAT 
ONLY HERE, UNDER A 
DIPLOMATIC UMBRELLA 
ARE WE SAFE FROM 


HEROES -- AND OUR 
OWN FORMER 
MASTERS! 


YOU WON'T 
LEAVE WITHOUT-- 


м SORRY.. 
NOT MEAN... 


AS YOU ARE AWARE, THRU 
COMRADE CRIMSON 
OYNAMO'S INCOMPETENCE, 
OUR EXPERIMENTAL CITY 
WAS DESTROYED! + 


AS COMMANDER OF THIS DISTRICT, 
I HAVE TAKEN STEPS TO ASSURE ! 
SUCH BLUNDERS ARE NOT REPEATED,’ /Š 


9 HENCEFORTH, 
YOU ARE ACL 
UNDER HOUSE 

ARREST! 


ALL TALS HAPPENED AFTER 
THE TITANIC THREE GOT 
STOMPED BY KANG IN 
GIANT-SIZE AVENGERS "d. 


GUESS I'LL 
FIND OUT 
SOMEDAY... 


WONDER WHAT 
HAPPENED WHEN 
HE RETURNED TO 
HIS FRIENOS? 


#2 NOW IT'S BA 


АА on, WELL, 1 
THAT'S МОТ ЛАЧ / | ІК 
(Е CONCERN YET... 


x= x] ZZ 

” і k| EVERYTHING SWIRLS AROUND ONE 
1 MALEVOLENT FIGURE -- A I.M S 

Р ell LEADER, (7S HEAD AS IT WERE: 


HERE LIES THE CENTER. 
OF THE MOST SIMSTER 
ALLIANCE OF FORCES 

IN THE ИЛС -- THE 
GROUP KNOWN AS ALMI 


K 


WITHIN THIS VAST CAVERN 
1S AL M'S ELABORATE 


+ WW 
тсе 


зе: 
ГЕТ 
fi 
k ) INFORMATION -GATHERING 
Ta SYSTEM OF OVERWHELMING 
= -- т COMPLEXITY ~~ 


= tral = 


ALL FUNNELING 
ТО HERE, AS WE 
SHALL SEE AS. 
WE GO ALONG... 


th : % 
1 Oak mist now ae n Q 


.! до ONORE, 


THE BLACK LAMA'S 
PLAN WAS TO HAVE 
МАС MIS US ACTIN CONCERT 
UGHT THEM TO HIS PUPILS, IN AN UNEXPLAINED 
OF WHICH Г WAS ONE /.. RE 


- 
يىك‎ Ф. 


sie. 
Seg 


J5- T8 
COMMENCING, 
SIR 


ди 


QUIETLY OPENED А 
MEDITATION SCHOOL... 


% 
= 


—— 


= ----- 
Ме- 14. AWAITING, 
SIR 


BUT WHEN АмОТНЕК\\ "Аг 


AWAITING, 
PUPIL, RAGA, DREW - 
THE LAMA 1 A 


У THE BLACK LAMA AGAIN 
APPEARED IN SAN DIEGO, -- ONLY HE MADE 
CALIFORNIA AND MADE | IRON MAN THEIR 
THE SAME OF TO FOE RATHER THAN 
Sie ТІ. MAN-BULL WHIPLASH k. EACH OTHER! 
HO BATTLE смей 
EACH OTHER... 


g 
Y 
7% 
ка: 


| г 
ى‎ N VS 


DISAPPEAREO!*” 
г 


/ 


THIS 15 INSUFFICIENT DATA! WHAT V I HAVE 
INFORMATION 
THAT 15 


RELEVANT, 
س‎ 


OF THE OTHER POWERLORDS THIS 
MYSTIC MUST HAVE APPROACHED-- 
DOCTOR DOOM, RED SKULL, 

FU MANCHU Р 


COMMENCING, 
SIR: NOT LONG 
AGO, AT MY STATION 


a HOW 15 SOME 

iLL- EXPLAINED 

9%) SOPHORIC EFFECT 

Ж) POSSIBLY GOING 
TO HELP МЕ? 


FOR POWER THAT 
CREATES A FLAW 
THROUGH BY 
WHICH YOU ARE 
CONSTANTLY 
DEFEATED! 


CHARLATAN, YOU ARE 
SO BENEATH MY 
SCORN, I'LL NOT 
WASTE ЛАУ TIME 
PUNISHING YOUR 
IMPUDENCE! 


--АМО ULTIMATELY, 
IN THAT, YOU WILL 
FIND SUCCESS? 


АМО SEE WHAT AY-Z3'S TALKING ABOUT,,. 
YOU DARE INSULT МЕ Y ГУЕ MY OWN PLANS 
WITH DRIVEL? IT 15 THE ‚ FOR CONQUEST * -- 
FIST THAT CONQUERS, A AND YOU CAN BE 
NOT WORTHLESS ДА FIRST TO FEEL MY 
“INNER PEACE“ 


*SEEN RECENTLY 
IN CAPTAIN 

AMERICA ANO THE 
FALCON, -- LEN. 


SO BE YOUR DECISION-- 
HOWEVER, AS YOU SEE, 
YOU CANNOT HARM МЕ! 


I НАМЕ FURTHER 
INFORMATION, SIR! 


COMMENCING, SIR: 
THE REO SKULL 
WAS OBSERVED BY 
ME TO BE EQUALLY 
TURNED OFF BY 
THE BLACK LAMA'S 
PROPOSALS... 


... AGENT 05-12. 
AWAITING, SIR-- 


> COMMENCING, SIR: 
H IN THE COURT OF 
FU MANCHU I 


m THE OCCIDENTAL POWER- 
SEEKERS SEEM NOT TO 

GRASP THE VITAL ESSENCE 
OF INNER HARMON f... 


CEASE! YOUR \ 
OFFER DOES 
NOT INTEREST | 
ME! 


7 DEPART 


... BUT YOU, FU MANCHU, 

A MAN OF THE ORIENT, SWIFTLY AND 

SHOULD FULLY APPRECIATE--) | NO HARM WILL 
“ ВЕ ООМЕ 
“ TO you, 


سر 


SFU MANCHU*LATER 
OFF -HANCEDLY 
THE LAMA'S PLAN 

T Ч 
КЛИ кя 
ARENT 
{ TO HIM-- TO МЕ.“ 


“--вит HE DID 
МОТ FURTHER 


ж FU MANCHU BEING А CHARACTER CREATE? BY 
SAX ROHMER. 


Hmmm... FROM 
PREVIOUS SOURCES 
I'VE LEARNED THAT 
MAGNETO AND THE 
LEADER HAVE BOTH 

TOTALLY 
VANISHED -- 


--AND I DISCOUNT 
AS HYSTERICAL THE 
REPORTS OF THIS 
SO-CALLED VAMPIRE 
NAMED DRACULA... 


STILL, ІТ 1S INEVITABLE THAT 
I BE PROPOSITIONED-- AND I 
MUST FORM MY RESPONSE! 


THERE 15 AN OBVIOUS 

DEGREE OF CONTRADICTION 

IN THE BLACK LAMA'S 
ACTIONS TO DATE -- 


~-REFUSING TO ТАКЕ 

SIDES ONE MOMENT.. 

IN THE 4/0657 OF 

EVENTS IN ANOTHER! SUCH AN 


„І AM 
SIMILARLY 


IN WHICH CASE Г 
WOULD ADVISE 
PREPARATIONS 
FOR YOUR FIRST 
OPPONENT! 


THEN YOU NEEO 


OF THAT I AM 
NOT HEAR IT 


ALREADY AWARE-- 
AS ТАМ OF 
YOUR. PROPOSAL! 


SHUTTING 
OFF A 
LIGHT! 


IRRATIONAL 
AN IS 


Р MASTER-- IF HE'S 
SO CRAZY, WHY 
| ARE YOU PLAYING 
ALONG IN НІ 
CONTEST = 


\ 


NOW I ми BLED WITH 
RECRUITIN ACEMENT-- 
P 


--A RECRUIT 
WHO'LL NOT 
QUESTION 

HIS LEADER? 


= | | MAKE CERTAIN ALL DEFENSES 
> ARE OPERATIONAL! 
2—4 THIS OPPORTUNITY 15, 
һ GOLDEN-- AND I'M 
DETERMINED TO 
SEIZE IT! 


BUT WHAT OF THE 
BLACK LAMA, WHOSE 
DESTINY SEEMS SO 
INEXTRICABLY LINKED А 
ШИ ите TRON MANS? „| 


ue FOR THE FIRST TIME WE'RE 
GOING ISIDE HIS HIDDEN 


W.. WHERE, PERHAPS, 
WE'LL SEE WHAT 
CLEAR DREAMS 
GUIDE HIS 
INNER VISION -- 


WONDERING 
WHAT'S HAPPENING 


NIP THE TERM PSYCHO- 
МӘ FEEDBACK AT YOU -- AND 
| LET YOU PONDER IT FOR 
AN ISSUE OR TWO.. 


--ТНЕ ODDS WERE 6777 

AGAINST YOU MAKING SO 

ACCURATE А SHOT! 
CONGRATULATIONS! 


YEAH? WHAT'RE THE 
|0005 ОМ МЕ 
¦ BUSTING 
you 


\HOW'D You ва 
ІТ? THAT 


МА С 
WV 77) 
ІР Ë —Ñ 


FAVOR, ТО 
ESTIMATE! 


4 
2 چ 


С лат ағашы. с)” — val 


AS I PLANNED, 
CRETIN? IN 


FROM THEM AS 
І OID, THEN -= MY CONTINUED 

HEALTH BECAME 
-- WELL, TWAS ONLY 


Ü 98.76%, 
А TRIELING DEFINITE! 
ENTERTAINMENT, 
YWAY! ‘TIS SUCH CHILD'S: PLAY 


me 10 MANIPULAT 
И; THESE miscreants: 


AN 


А MORE YOUR DESTINY АТ PRECISELY 
MOMENTOUS INCLUDES 2 „M. 
FREEDOM 
FROM THESE 
WALLS! 


WHAT-- > 
THAT 
VOICE --? 


АМО 
SUBSEQUENTLY 


THERE IS А SHIMMER-- THEN 
THE APPARITION DISAPPEARS! 


GARY GILBERT, | |гмумтн you 
Д бие “UPSTAIRS” “THOUGH THERE, POPS-- 
NEIGHBOR"-- , I PREFER | | I'M ALL FOR 
BEING SPuTTING! 
CALLED 
FIREBRAND: 


MAY OWN 
MECHINATIONS 
ARE UNFOLDING... 
WITHOUT YOU! 


THAT'S FINE WITH ME, POPS! I'VE VILL LEAVE You To YOUR 

SOME BURNING DEBTS ТО PAY--TO TIDDLYWINKS АСТОМ-- 

ONE TONY STARK AND HIS IRON- DON'T LET YOUR FINGERS 
CLAD BO2ZO-BODYGUARD! GET CALLOUSED? 


PETTY 
OPPORTUNIST! 
HE GOES ОРЕ ON 
A PERSONAL 

VENDETTA-- 


-- WHILE I HAVE 
ACCEPTEO AN OFFER 
FROM THE BLACK LAMA 
TO CONTEST FOR THE 

ENTIRE WORLD’ 


MY FORTE 15 PLANNING? I 
EVEN FORESAW MY POSSIBLE 
INCARCERATION -- AND SO 
INSTALLED A HIDDEN WORK- 
« SHOP NEAR THE PRISON! 


IT 1S OVERWHELANINGLY 3 
LOGICAL THAT MY FIRST 
OPPONENT WILL BE A FELLOW 
MENTAL POWER МОРОК, 


Ў BUT WHEREAS HE HAS 
THE ENTIRE ALM. 


MY YOUNG CO-ESCAPEE 
HAS GIVEN ME THE 
INSPIRATION OF THAT 
PERFECT WEAPON -- 
AA 
-~ ONE THAT WILL BE 
RELATIVELY EASY TO 
CONTROL -- 


ORGANIZATION BEHIND‏ با 
HIM, I'M PHYSICALLY‏ )| 


POWERLESS! 


BULL’ I 


YOU'RE TOO MUCH, ROXIE ! 
BELIEVE 


YOu MOUTH ALL THIS 

ANTI- VIOLENCE BULL, AND 

THEN MESS AROUND WITH 
GUY WHO PRACTICALLY 


= INVENTED THE 


VIET МАМ WAR! 
та 


DON'T TELL МЕ 
YOU'RE IN LOVE 
WITH 4/472 


А HUNK OF 
MEAT WALKS BY 
AND YOUR MORAL- 
ITY TURNS ТО 
) MUSH! 
BUT THUS FAR = 
Г THERE'S BEEN 
TONY AND I А DEFINITE 
HAVE COME ТО | LIMIT-- PARTIALLY 
SHARE MORE * BECAUSE HIS 
THAN ГО EVER _ AFFECTION IS A LOT 
EXPECTED! STRONGER THAN MINE! 


THANKS FOR 
KEEPING MY 

UNIFORM WARM, 
LITTLE SISTER! 


Чи 1 WISH ГО BURNT 
IT, GARY -- I 
SHOULD HAVE! 


MY BROTHER, 
DEAR BROTHER, 
YOU'LL WEVER 
UNDERSTAND! 


T UNDERSTAND 
JUSTICE -- 


-- АМО SO TONY 
STARK'S GONNA DIES 


7 
А FEW MINUTES ROXANNE | THANKS, РЕР-- IR.. AND THAT'S 
4. 7 GILBERT T'LL TAKE IT... WHAT HE SA/D, 
THE DESK OF Б TONY! т THOUGHT 
МА YOU SHOULD 


TONY STARK... Е 
KN ВЕТ 1 WISH THERE 
: | Е \ А WERE Some 

AL | Г 


ТА OTHER WAY! 


2 


ТЕЙІ 


/ 


1 KNOW HOW YOU --THEN I FEEL 
FEEL ABOUT IT'S MANDATORY 
VIOLENCE AND I TO RESPOND 
RESPECT ТНАТ-- IN KIND... 
VERY MUCH! 


212 1р 
Се 
) ZAND 1 KNOW 
BUT IF PHYSICAL И SHELLHEAD 
FORCE 1S USED AGREES 
AGAINST ME-- А WITH МЕ: 


NOW, YOUR FIRST А VOICE -- COMING OVER MY 1 SOMEHOW, SOMEONE 15 OVER- 
INSTRUCTIONS АВЕ. Д sÁ, AIRWAVE RECEIVER! RIDING MY BRAIN- WAVE 2 
4 CONTROLLED ARMOR! Z CAN'T 


` “> W ео 
7 4 7 < N لل‎ 


COULD ВЕ-- BUT I 

DON'T THINK МЕ. 

STARK'LL БЕ بې‎ 
2 t 


WITH Е 
LOOKIT THAT, REPAIR BILL! 
REYNOLDS--IRON MAN'S 


MUST BE A REAL 
EMERGENCY HE'S 
ATTENDING TO! 


HEED МЕ, IRON MAN-- 
THIS 15 THE THINKER! 
ІТ 15 І WHO HAVE 
TAKEN CONTROL OF 
YOUR ARMOR! 


BUT BE WARNED THAT I 

MONITOR YOUR LOCATION 

CONSTANTLY! ANY ATTEMPT 

TO FORSAKE YOUR MISSION 

AND 1 WILL REESTABLISH 
MY CONTROL! 


FOR_REASONS OF MY OWN, I Ам USING V 1 HANE CALCULATED THAT 
YOU ТО ATTACK МОООК-- AND KILL HIM! , ATTEMPTING TO CONTROL YOUR 
EVERY BATTLE- ACTION REDUCES 
YOUR FIGHTING EFFECIENCY 
TO 23. в? -- АМ 
UNSUITABLE PERCENTAGE! 


THEREFORE, 


I WILL FREE 
YOU то 
BATTLE AT 
YOUR. РЕАК 


т” —— ЗАД) INCIDENTALLY-- IF YOU DREAM 
KEEP TALKING, MADMAN--)) OF FIXING MY POSITION-- BANISH 
MY AUTOMATIC INSTRUMENTS 5 SUCH THOUGHTS: MY BROAOCAST 
WILL HAVE YOUR LOCATION STATION 15 AUTOMATICALLY 
TRIANGULATED IN MINUTES... $ JAMMING YOUR SUITS TRACKING 
WHICH IT'LL THEN АТТАСК-- SENSORS--RENDERING THEM 
a if I EVER GET FREE! \ TOTALLY USELESS! 


ОН WELL, 50 MUCH 
FOR THAT IDEA ! 


NY THOUGH HE WASN'T --iTS KIND OF LIKE REGAINING 
LYING ABOUT 25, CONSC/OUSNESS IN THE MIDST 
FREEING ME -- е, ОҒ A HORNETS NEST’ 
N - ° 
А / = 


4! 


g, 


із. 


~ 
3 


THIS MUST ВЕ МУ 
FIRST OPPONENT! 


-- BUT THERE'S PLENTY 

A OF POLICE DEPARTMENTS 
THERE'S HUNDREOS WITH VERY GOOD 

OF THEM! REASON, SO I'VE GOT-- 


HIS ATTACK IS MY TROOPS SHOULD 


TOO MUCH А HOLO Hi 


ФА WHILE І 


COINCIDENCE! PREPARE! 


j SORRY, FELLA-- 


-- BUT I CAN UNDER- 
ID ANYONE 


т 
MAGNETIZE 
MYSELF 


\ / Ge = 
2 > HERE'S мнегет DN 
--ОМСЕ AGAIN ГМ TOSSED IN THE MIDDLE | م‎ APPLY THIS AFTER- 2-5, 
OF HIS GLOBAL POWER- CONTEST.’ | ( NOON'S TRAINING-- 2 _ 


ІТ TOOK 108 А./. АА. SCIENTISTS THOUGH THE МАО THINKER م‎ 

SIXTEEN MONTHS TO CONSTRUCT ORDERED IT, I'VE NO DESIRE ` = 
K'S HUMANOID BOPY-- то KILL MODOK-- 

6 = А Ф 4 

|( ھە 

--TWENTY-THREE ALONE 9 

WORKED THE HAND ҚЫ -- BUT I DO WANT 

THAT IRON MAN HAS TO DECOMMISSION 

JUST DEMOLISHED-- HIS OPERATION! 


1 ەە‎ NEEDLESS TOSAY, 
ЕУ IA š MODOK IS LESS 
=R THAN ECSTATIC. 
TETAY 


(Pee 


SX 
у 


дА ЛЕ 7 


~AND BRING 

THE HOUSE 
DOWN! 

SKY, HIS MUTATED BRAIN 

SEETHING... 


V I HAVE 
TO WORK OUT A WAY 
TO BREAK THE 
THINKERS HOLD ОМ 
МЕ! 


ARTIFICIAL 


HAS NO 
NERVES... 


„ THERE 15 A | N 

MATTER OF |] 

2) COLOSSAL 
PRIDE -- 


5 7 
а ARE MADE 
OF SOLID 
‘STEEL! if 
4 таш Je 


AND ITIS А 1.М:5 SIGNAL 15 MOVING -- 
t AND 50 15 MODO*KS... se|] 
I WARN YOU, 
TRON MAN-- 
IE YOU HAVE 
BETRAYED 


Wi 
GREATEST 
FIGHTING 
MACHINE -- 


-- I SWEAR TO YOU I'M DOING 
MY BEST TO DEFEAT تان«‎ 


(Т ISN'T EASY, THOUGH! 
THIS IS THE FIRST SOLIO 
PUNCH I'VE LANDED! 


A 


THE THINKER DOESN'T THEIR SIGNALS ARE MOVING 
BELIEVE ME -- 0 R FASTER-- 1№ MY DIRECTION! 
—_ СУ TRON MAN'S OBVIOUSLY “X 
9 SWITCHED ALLEGIANCE 
А 42 = 
: 


--Т CAN FEEL HIM START ТО 
TAKE CONTROL OF ME AGAIN! 


IRON MAN HAS 
SUDDENLY FROZEN -- 
AS IF THE LIFE HAS 
GONE OUT OF HIM! 


OPPONENT-- 
THE MAD 
THINKER! 


А SIMPLE MIND- BEAM* 
PROBE WILL REVEAL 
THE THINKER'S LOCATION! 


ыы чч «аР 
--АМО TRACE Т / 
BACK TOITS 

Ë SOURCE! 


HERE IS YOUR TRON | N МИТ ДСЙ реа! 
\ \\ - П 


ре 1 W] / ма 
TOY, THINKER -- s [| ер 12222] 


CLAW-- Ж 


š ХА 
22 $ --AND THE A. 


= WORLD ү! 
ку /5 MINE! Ef 
1 к=; 
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4 CONTINUED YOULL == GUESS wat 


MIKE AND ARV HAVE IN 


NEXT (SSUE! RE Me 1 


Dear Marvel Maniacs, 

You guys really overdid yourselves in issue #72 of IRON 
МАМ. George Tuska’s art was far-out. Only one thing wrong 
with the book, though: you sure know how to put a dude 
down at a comics convention. What | mean is on page 14, 
panel 4, you put down how IM's stories аге dull. His stories 
are not dull; but if that’s not enough, you go and put 
down his nose. There is nothing at all wrong with his nose. 

There was a lot of comedy in the story, but on page 15, 
panel 4, you took the cake! IM tried to charge the latest 
issue of IRON MAN with his Avengers credit card—oh man, 
that was too much! Also there was a lot of action in the 
book. On page 27, panel 7, that guy must have been a real 
Iron Man fan; | would never pull a stunt like that... 

Tim Schuder 
5014 Hillside Avenue 
Indianapolis, IN 5 

Your comments are well taken, Tim. We'd like to note, 
however, that the put-downs you disagreed with are solely 
the personal opinions of the “characters” involved and 
did/do not necessarily reflect the view of the management 
of this magazine (or to put it another way, we think Mike 
was kidding in those scenes!). 

The response to our comic-con issue was overwhelmingly 
good, but there were a couple of interesting objections. 
Witness... 


Dear Marvel, 

| didn’t like Iron Man being ata convention. To me it seemed 
sort of far-fetched. The villains, too, being at the convention 
just to steal a book was dull. АП this excitement could have 
been done better by not having a convention involved. 
Your books are great, but | just wish you guys would not 
involve what happens, or things that happen at Marvel, into 

your comic books. To me this is too... UNREAL. 
Ronnie Brooks 
6801 King Arthur Rd. 
Jacksonville, FL 


Dear Mike, George, Frank, Jan, Tom and Roy: 

I just bought IRON MAN #72 about thirty minutes ago, 
and since | was one of the patrons of the San Diego Comic 
Con, | thought I’d just drop you a note... 

Qn page 14, top panel, Frank Brunner has brown hair 
(which is really blondish) and is wearing Mike’s shirt; Jan 
could've been drawn better; Orz is taller than pictured and 
has longer hair; the peuple in the pic are clothed too formally. 
Other than that, the drawing was pretty good, with a perfect 
representation of Roy. Mike is good, except for the hair, 
and Orz's personality is captured to aT.” The tags the 
people are wearing aren’t authentic, but | realize what a 


problem it would be to faithfully reproduce them. 
PMM Michael Macrone 
19 Beatrice Drive 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 


You may be interested to know, Mike, that all of the pro- 
fessionals drawn in that panel were illustrated by “guest 
artists” such as Neal Adams {Mike and Roy), Frank Brunner 
(himself and Jan) and Alan Kupperberg (Orz), all personal 
friends of the pictured people. 

The more general line of response is indicated by the 
following letters... 


Dear Marvel, 

Your latest issue of IRON MAN (#72) was one of the 
most purely enjoyable comics I’ve read in quite a while. 
True, the story’s subject matter was not exactly monumental 
in importance—but does Iron Man have to save the world 
from domination by some all-powerful super-villain every 
issue? | think not.... 

The scene in which Iron Man unsuccessfully tries to buy 
a copy of his own comic book will have to go down as some 
kind of Marvel milestone (I'm not sure in what exactly...). 

The story’s view of fandom, though played for laughs, 
was pretty accurate—the Star Trek people were handled 
very realistically. And | thought the characterization of 
the dealer on page 27 was priceless. 

All in all, a most entertaining issue, But | do have a ques- 
tion: who is that fellow who plotted this story? 16 never 
seen his name in a Marvel mag before. Any chance of seeing 
more of his work in the future? 

Barry Alfonso 
Р.О. Box 9741 
San Diego, CA 92109 


Dear Marvel, 

| think we should all be grateful to Barry Alfonso for 
the plot of IRON MAN #72. This issue did for us the same 
thing those Rutland Halloween parties used to accomplish. 
It immortalized one of the peculiarly peculiar activities of 
the comic book lover, and it opened the door to two realities, 
permitting us to take a stroll through tron Man’s world, 
and vice versa. 

Take a good squint at all that was placed into page 11-16. 
(And two pages of that don’t count, being ads.) The way 
we fail to recognize our own heroes, even while we honor 
them: the Star Trek fans, demanding that Iron Man share 
their thing, not bothering to find out what his thing was; 
the tolerant smiles of the ones who felt he was taking his 
Iron Man role too seriously, There was of course, the always- 
welcome glimpse at the Bullpen on the loose. And the criti- 
cism of the new nose... 

By the way, | like the nose. How would you like to go 
around without a nose? Not much, 171 bet. Kenny Lupoff 
(1 hope he’s not a real person 1 shouldn't be offending) 
looked silly next to the genuine article..... 

Jo Duffy 

231 Stone Hall 
Wellesley College 
Wellesley, Mass. 02181 


The “nose” controversy still goes on and as for it’s out- 
come...(hmmm...we think we'll avoid an atrocious pun here; 
suffice to say, it’s undecided). We're out of space here, 
so we'll have to wait till next ish for further opinions. 
Hasta la vista. 


